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• Provide property tax relief for eligible seniors and retired veterans in 
Harford County beginning July 1, 2018 and remaining in effect for five 
years.

• The legislation calls for a 20% reduction in residential property taxes 
owed by citizens who are 65 and older and have lived in the same 
dwelling for 40 years, or are retired veterans 65 and older.

• The tax credit only applies for homes with a maximum assessed value of 
$400,000. 

• The eligibility and term of the tax credit for seniors and retired veterans 
are required elements of enabling legislation signed by Maryland Gov. 
Larry Hogan in 2016; however, the assessment cap is subject to local 
law. 

• Harford County made the tax credit revenue neutral by phasing out an 
existing discount on early tax payments available to all property tax 
payers beginning July 1, 2019. 

Enacted Legislation



Fiscal Impact

• Estimated tax credit cost of $1.9 million
– Different methodologies

• Census data and DOD retirement analysis

• Property transfer data

• Benefit approximately 4,000 senior led 
households

• Average tax credit of $550 based on median 
home value 

• Eliminate early pay discount, saving $1.9 million 



Harford County Website

Type in:  http://www.harfordcountymd.gov/seniortaxcredit or 

click on Application: Senior Citizens/Veterans Tax Credit under 

Popular Links on the home page.

To access the Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

Tax Credit Application:  

http://www.harfordcountymd.gov/seniortaxcredit


Harford County Website

Click on Printable Application or Interactive Application



Harford County Website

Printable Application 



Click View Bills

Harford County Website

Click 
Search by Property Id or 
Search by Street Address

Interactive Application



Click 
Apply for the

Senior Citizens 

/Veterans
Tax Credit

Harford County Website



Click Next

Harford County Website



If your property 
does not meet the 

requirement

Harford County Website



If Yes is selected,
Click Next

Harford County Website

If No is selected, 
Click Ok

Age Requirement



If Yes is selected, you 
will proceed to the 
Applicant screen.

If No is selected, you 
will proceed to the 

Veteran screen. 

Harford County Website
Property Years Requirement 



Harford County Website

If No is selected, 
Click Ok

Veterans Requirement

If Yes is selected, 
Click Next



Click Next

Harford County Website
Applicant Information  



Click Next

Harford County Website
Application Summary



Click Print

Harford County Website
Submitted Application



Click Print 
This Page

Harford County Website
Print Application 



Sign Printed Application
Mail in Application and 

Documentation

Harford County Website
Printed Application 



Harford County Website
Submitted Application Status 



Potential Problems

• Labor intensive 
– Collect and verify documentation – can not automate fully
– Customer service/provide extra assistance

• Application deadline
• Judgement calls

– How is military retiree defined?
– Documentation may not be clear cut
– Legislation requires residence not ownership  

• Transfer of the credit
• Credit sunsets….what happens in 5 years?
• Homeowners Tax Credit


